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Orthodontics-Referral criteria
Only those patients qualifying under Index of Orthodontic Treatment Need (IOTN) 4 or 5 will be accepted for treatment.  Although a small number of lower grades may be accepted to support orthodontic teaching programmes.  A small number of adult patients may also be accepted for treatment to support these programmes.

Priority groups for orthodontic treatment are defined as:

· Increased overjet of > 9mm

· Extensive hypodontia with restorative implications (more than one tooth missing in any quadrant requiring pre-restorative orthodontics)

· Impeded eruption of teeth (apart from third molars) due to crowding, displacement, the presence of supernumerary teeth, retained deciduous teeth and any pathological cause.

· Reverse overjet > 3.5mm with masticatory and speech difficulties

· Patients with defects of the cleft lip and palate

· Patients with submerged deciduous teeth

· Medically compromised and special care patients 

· Patients who have sustained dento-aveolar trauma as a result of malocclusion

· Patients requiring orthodontic treatment in conjunction with corrective jaw surgery

All new patients should be referred only if they fulfil the criteria indicated below.

· The patient should be referred at the appropriate dental age. Normally patients are ready for treatment when most of the permanent dentition has erupted. Generally, two premolars or a premolar and a canine should be erupted in all four quadrants. Exceptions to this are severe malocclusions or occlusions where possible interceptive treatment, such as pushing an incisor over the bite, may be appropriate. 

· The patient’s dental care must be adequate. Excellent oral hygiene and careful diet control are essential before any orthodontic appliances are placed in the mouth. If these fundamental criteria are not met then severe periodontal and tooth damage can occur during treatment.

· Patient motivation, if it is considered that appliances, either removable or fixed are needed this should be discussed with the patient prior to referral. There is little point referring a patient who is not prepared to wear an appliance. 
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